MODERN   CIVILIZATION

As the rights of the nation did not seem sufficiently
clear as set forth in the ancient charters, the Parlia-
ment passed the Bill of Rights, which was submitted
to the king for his approval This bill enumerates all
the illegal acts of James II., and adds: "The lords and
the commons assembled having done what their an-
cestors under similar circumstances had done before
them, for the purpose of defending and affirming their
ancient rights and liberties, do declare:

"That the power to suspend the laws by royal
authority, and without the consent of Parliament, is
illegal

"That the levies of moneys for the use of the crown,
under pretext of a prerogative, and without the assent
of Parliament, are illegal

"That the subjects have the right to petition the
crown for the redress of any grievance, and that the
prosecution of such petitioners is illegal

"That to raise and support a permanent army in
the kingdom, in time of peace, and without the con-
sent of Parliament, is illegal

"That the election of members of Parliament ought
to be free from interference.

"That liberty of speech should not be restrained,
nor put in question before any tribunal

"That excessive fines should not be imposed, nor
cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

"That Parliament should frequently assemble, in
order to redress all griefs, to amend, strengthen, and
sanction the laws/'

In signing this declaration, the King of England
promises to respect the rights therein recorded. This